
A ChatGPT Conversation 

 
In which I am reminded of my insignificance and informed that there are many people with 

the same name.  

 

The dramatis personae: 

 

gdp3 (me, Guy Plunkett III) 

 

ChatGPT (Feb 13 Version) 

 

 

The conversation itself: 

 

gdp3:  Who is Guy Plunkett? 

 

ChatGPT:   I'm sorry, but I couldn't find any notable or well-known person with the name "Guy 

Plunkett" through my search of various online sources and databases. It's possible that he may be 

a relatively unknown individual or a private individual who hasn't gained significant public 

attention. If you have any additional information or context about Guy Plunkett, please let me 

know and I'll do my best to provide more relevant information. 

 

gdp3:  Who is Guy Plunkett III? 

 

ChatGPT:   I'm sorry, but I don't have any information about a person named Guy Plunkett III. 

It's possible that he is a private individual, or not a well-known public figure. If you have any 

additional information or context about this person, I would be happy to try and help you further. 

 

gdp3:  Write a Wikipedia entry for Guy Plunkett 

 

ChatGPT:   Guy Plunkett (born 1978) is a British entrepreneur and technology expert known for 

his contributions to the development of various software platforms and digital product … 

[This response appeared to be about another Guy Plunkett, who I am aware of (see my personal 

disambiguation page). I have no idea how accurate it was, but I won’t reproduce it here.] 

 

gdp3:  I meant Guy Plunkett III 

 

ChatGPT:   I'm sorry for the confusion earlier. As an AI language model, I do not have 

information on Guy Plunkett III as there are many people with that name, and I do not have any 

additional context to narrow down the search results. Could you please provide me with more 

details or context about the person you are referring to? It will help me provide you with a more 

accurate Wikipedia entry. 

 

https://www.genome.wisc.edu/information/gplunkett.html
https://openai.com/blog/chatgpt
https://www.genome.wisc.edu/information/gplunkett_disambiguation.html


gdp3:  He is a biologist 

 

ChatGPT:   Guy Plunkett III is an American biologist who has made significant contributions to 

the field of molecular biology, with a particular focus on bacterial genetics and genomics. He is a 

professor of Molecular Microbiology and Immunology at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School 

of Public Health. 

 

Education and Career 

 

Guy Plunkett III received his undergraduate degree in microbiology from the University of 

Rochester in 1994. He then went on to pursue graduate studies at the University of Wisconsin-

Madison, where he obtained his PhD in Molecular and Cellular Biology in 2000. 

 

After completing his PhD, Guy Plunkett III went on to do postdoctoral research at the University 

of Chicago, where he worked with Dr. Olaf Schneewind on the molecular genetics of bacterial 

pathogenesis. In 2005, he joined the faculty of the University of Minnesota, where he continued 

his research on bacterial genetics and genomics. 

 

In 2012, Guy Plunkett III was recruited to the faculty of the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 

Public Health, where he is currently a professor of Molecular Microbiology and Immunology. 

His research focuses on the molecular mechanisms of bacterial pathogenesis, with an emphasis 

on understanding how bacteria interact with their hosts and cause disease. 

 

Research Contributions 

 

Guy Plunkett III has made significant contributions to the field of molecular biology, with a 

particular focus on bacterial genetics and genomics. He has developed new methods for studying 

bacterial gene regulation, and he has used these methods to identify novel regulatory pathways in 

a variety of bacterial species. 

 

In addition to his research on gene regulation, Guy Plunkett III has also made important 

contributions to our understanding of bacterial pathogenesis. He has identified new virulence 

factors in several pathogenic bacteria, and he has developed new approaches for studying the 

interactions between bacteria and host cells. 

 

Honors and Awards 

 

Guy Plunkett III has received numerous honors and awards for his research contributions, 

including a Presidential Early Career Award for Scientists and Engineers in 2011. He is also a 

fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science and a member of the 

American Academy of Microbiology. 

 

 

 

 

 



Postscript 

 

I found it interesting that ChatGPT asserted that it couldn’t find any information in its search of 

various online sources and databases (guess it didn’t try Google), and yet was able to generate an 

extensive Wikipedia entry. Of course, said entry seems to be made up almost entirely out of 

whole cloth -- I won’t make any claims about the accuracy of my contributions to science, but 

almost none of my education, career, or honors and awards information is correct. 

 

ChatGPT also stated that many people have the same name as me. I don’t know about the rest of 

the world, but according to HowManyofMe.com (sadly, no longer functioning) there were only 4 

people in the U.S. named Guy Plunkett. And I know the site used older census data, so one of the 

other 3 was my late father. [The image below is a screenshot, so the link to my nemesis, Jim 

Plunkett, won’t work.] 

 

 
 

https://www.google.com/search?q=guy+plunkett+III
https://www.genome.wisc.edu/information/opa.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jim_Plunkett
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jim_Plunkett

